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Abstracr Systematie efforts to organize the lifelong learning vision to o reulity are being made at international,
europedn and national level, Priorities set by UNESCO and the Furopean Commission are discussed, The adult
cducation tframework as set by the General Scerctanat for Adult Education of the National Ministry of Lducation and
Religious Affairs of Greece is presented and new challenges ot adult education are considered.
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1 Introduction out, adult literacy., gender disparity and the
The cooperation among formal, non formal and measurement of Hteracy are issues which have to be

informal learning for the continuous learning of all 13
alsy stressed by international organizations, such as
OFECD [3] and UNESCO. Leamning #t all ages. special
measures for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged
groups, policies to wnprove the guality of education
and enpape stakeholders are some of the prienties sel
by LINESCC,

2 The Lifelong Learning Challenge

Literacy. in particular, is highlizhted as 3 challenge for
all secieties, as 1t 15 “'a basic tool for making informed
decisions and participating fully in the development of
society '[9, p, 621 The provention of early school drop
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handled not only by developing countries but by all
countries in general. Data from censuses and surveys
show that worldwide, approximately, 774 million
people are illiterate, the majority of which are women,
Litsracy 15 also linked with poverty, mimwilics and
socially disadvantaged groups [10].

Nevertheless, literacy as knowing how to read and
wrile is only one dimension of the concept, Literacy as
a social practice and its uses in diverse contexls [6],
tamuly literacy, literate environments are somo other
critical dimensions. The family, the school, the
workplace, the community arc conlexts in which
literacy  skills are applied {or practical purposes,
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Making literatc environments m which continuous
opporlunities for the developing of literuey <kills arc
offered need the availakility of resources, such as
printed materials, Hhraries and 1CT, Intergenerational
legrning  and  fanuly hteracy, in  particular, can
empower both parents and chilibren, motivate children
to develop litcracy =kills and parents to strengthen
their swn and alse cultivate better parenting skills [1]

Liteleng Learning takes aceount  that  adult
learning is one of ity key components. A series of
poals sl hy the European Comnussion and  the
Furapean Council lead to this dircction, The Eurepean
Counctl set m 2000 1 Lishan the goal tor Lurope 1o
become the most competitive and dynanue knowledpe
Based society in the world by 2010 [4] The Furopean
Compission  states  in 2001
“Making o Furopean Aren of Litelong Leaming a
Realily™ and suggests that the learners should have the

mile

the  Commumestion

appewtnmity to choose  therr ndividual  lesrning
pathways,  The Joint  Interim  Report an 2006
“Fducanon  and  Traiming 20007 as well as the

Comminication “1is Alwavs o Good Tune to Lean”
[2] underline the need tor all citizens regardless the
level of thew skills, to contmually upgrade their skills
and competences, In 2006 the Furepesn Compussion
throvsh the Commumication on Adult Learming “lt 15

Mever ton Late o Learn”™ [3] stresses the link which

comnects adult education, cinzenship and competenees:

This Communication stresses the imponance of the

implementation of five key messages.

Iy Ingrease the partcipation by removing barriers,
Commumty  based  programmes, learning
appormnities o people who have not achieved key
campetencles, MIigrants, senior citizens are amang
the proposals for facilitating the aceess of maore
people to adult learning;

2y Improve the quality of the provision of adult
education sector. Aleng with components, such as
the resources and the accemmodation, & crucal
element 15 the training of the trainers;

3y {Organise the process of recognition and validation,
Slkills and competences must  be  assessed.
validated and recognized.  The  European
Qualification Framework should be hinked w
Mational Qualification Frameworks, in order to
facilitate a transfer of qualifications among formal,
nom formal and mformal leaming. Adults should

be grven the opportunity fo  rase  ther
qualifications at least one level higher
4y Facilitate funding  amd  provide cimzens with

incentives [or participation:

Orpanise  the momtoring of the  sector by
praducing core and comparable data among the
countries,  Research on  the adult
learming should also be produced.

L
—

benclits of
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For that purpose the Furopean Commission has
established & Working Group on the Adult Learning
Action Plan, in order to coordinale national efforts to
the realization of the above mentioned key messages.
The General  Secretariat  for  Adult  Eduocalien
(.5 A L) participates in this Waorking Group,

3 Adult Education in Greece: The model
of  General Secretariat for Adult

Iducation

G5 AE, of the Manenal Muustey of Tducation and
Heligious Affars 15 the main nstitntion ol adult
educatnon in Greece, The Instilule of G.S5.AF., the
Institute: o Continming Edueation (LIVERGE)
nrplements the programmes.

I Gireece the 33692005 law systemialiees lifchomg
learning. It defines lilclong cducation as an activity
across people’s hife-span aiming at the acquisition and
improvernent of peneral and scientific knowledge,
skills competencies  as  well as  personal
develapment and emplovability, Lifelonyg taimng 14
defined as the initial conlinging  vuocational
tratiriinge, which help people enter o reenter the labour
market and ensure the protessional development, One
ot the main points of the law 15 the establishment of
the National Committee Tor Lifelong Learming, which
aims to ascertain the needs of lifelong edueation and
training, o evaluate the overall quality of delivery and
1o co-ardinate the mnstituttons of lifelong education and
training.

G.S AL inorder to facilitate aceess o its programmes
leads the way in coopersting with local authorities.
Recognising the heetie litestyle of adults and the need
participation, signs  contracts  with
mumicipalities, 1n order to use local premises for the
delivery of courses. The courses taught are selected
according to the nectds of the people.

anl

andl

 Increase

3.1 Programmes
Recognising that learning happens in a social conlext,
(.5.A0.E. plans programmes which combme new
nowledge to sociul issues and activities, so that
trainzes can be im 4 posilion o use their learning in
similar duily situations. The scope of the programmes
15 @ wide one. It deals wath literacy and numeracy, IT
literacy, Parents” Schools, Greek for Migrants, coursus
for farmers, entreprengurship, cnvironmuntal assues,
eulrure, foreign languages, distance edocation.
More  specifically GSAE has  the tollowing
structures, which offer an array of courses and operate
in all parts of Cresce.
a) 48 Second Chance Schools, They target people
between 18-40) years old, who have not completed
compulsory  education.  The  certificate 15
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eyuivalent to Elementary School Qualification or
High Schoel Certification Currently. 48 Second
Chance Schools operale in Greece and from the
cducational perniod 20082009 their number will
rse at 57,

by 58 Adult Education Centres. They offer a wide
array of cducatenal programmes n the following
thematie  fields: Greek Lunguape and History,
Luropean  Lanpuaspes  amd  History,  Basic
KEnowledee  of  Mathematics and  Statistios,
Information and  Communication  Technoiopies,
Leonomy and Enterprises, Environment, Active
Citizenship, Colwre and programmes for socially
vilneralle groups,

¢) 34 Parents’ Schools. They provide counselling
support o improve their
marenting skills,

(b 34 NELE, Uhese prefectural commitices of flk
education offer educational programmes tor the
generil populition and programmes tor physically
Barndicapped persons.

el Centre for Distance Cducaton N
blended learning model of delivery, combining
face to face teaching amd distance learmng [7]. It
offers  the  following  themauc  unus:  1CT,
Feonomy-Enterprises-Management, Social
Feonomy, Social Skills in the Workplace, Crisis
Management, Traming of Trriners

Lesides, GSAE has  several

proprammes, which  also operate

country. Those programmes are:

1) Lducation i basic 1CT skills, a programme
targeting digital hiteracy. Through this programme
adults are introduced to basic skills in computers
andd the use of Internet,

iy Cireek as a second language fur
immigrants, which offers four levels of greek
language. After completion of the fourth level
rrainees can  take examinations ot cerufy
proficiency in greek languase, a prerequisite for
the acguisition of long term residency in Greece,

Education of farmers in the secondary and tertiary

ficld of cconomy, which encourages and prepares

lraingss to become active in the secondary and
tertiary sector of economy:

Volinteerism for erisis management in cases of

earthquakes, floods; fires and other disasters;

v} llealth Edueation for the semsitization of citizens
lo sexually transnutted diseases and AIDS.

All programmes provided by G5 AL are tution free.

Mast of the programmes are cofunded by the

Furopean  Social TFund  amd  Natonal  Funds,

Additionally, incentives are provided for tramees 1o be

encouraged to continue litelong learmng or vahdate

the learning outcomes, Tramees who have attended

parent= ino oeder

foallows  the

BUTOT OMIOLS
throughout the

wirking
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courses on 1T are entitled a reduction in the [ees for
the exams at Certificates of IT. Sceond Chance
Schools trainees have a card which gives them free
access to museumis, Trainees of Seeond
Schools, which operate in prisons seeve reduced time,

Chanes

3.2 Participation

The participabion tates incadolt education i Grregce are
lw i comparisan with other european countries,
Mevertheless, a4 continuous improvement iy achicved
during the last vears. 10 s estimaled thal 230,013
citizens atiended the programmes of G.5.ALL in the
educational pertod 2007-2008. During the last Tour
vears 734,226 adults participated  in the conrses
offered by GS A E in comparizon to 157,504 citizens,
who participated i the educational programmes of
(rsAl. o the period 200422008, rewching w
participation increase of 378% Respectively, in the
cducational programmes for specal groups, such as
repatriates, the mushim minonty, ROMA, immigrants,
prisoners, 18.500 adules participated in 2007-2008, In
the last four wyedrs 51,554 atlended those
courses, while in the vears 2000-2004 the participants
were 2033

aduls

3.3 Trainers

The 0.5A L follows a threclohl stategy 1o adal
education trauners: modern learming methods through
the use of [CT, raining of tramners and adult education
staft and continwous learning.

In 2007 the GS.AE, laanched o 100 howr progooamme
for the training of trainers. The programme consisted
of tfowr modules. The tirst module mtroduced the
participants 10 notions and themes of the udult
sducation, the characteristics of the adule learnees, the
role of the trainer, needs assessment and theories of
adult education. The second module focused on the
group dvaamics. the importance of the educational
group and its differences of the therapeutic group, the
suchilly vulnerable groups, the initial meeting and the
learning  contract. Topics discussed on the third
module were the planning and delivery of 4 coorse,
with themes such as the leaming oljectives, the
techniques and the delivery means. The fourth module
coneentrated on evaluation, techniques and means, self
evaluation.

The programme was delivered in the blended learning
method. There were five live mectings of total
duration 24 hours and 76 hours were delivered by
distance. The educational material was presented m a
platform and was accompanied by multimedia. Part of
the educational material was also a DVD, which
consisted of interviews of academics as well as
micrateaching. Trainees and Irainers commmunicated
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via a platform in asynehronous learmng and the
platform also hosted the community of trainers

The needs for trainers training are continuous. Far that
reason (.5, A L. establishes the Centre for the Training
of Trainers under the name of “"PLATO™ [8] The
Centre will provide continuous traming and  will
develop an arrav of courses for the tramers and the
staff, Distance learning will continue to be a central
way of delivering those courses.

Another effort in training lrainers of adult educanon
was carried oul by the Nauonal Accreditation Centre
{(FKEPIS) which had organized a trmming of trainers
programme  m 2006 which (s} tramers
participatad

am] N

The CCentre of Studies and Research “ARISTOTLE™ 15
estabhshed. The Centre’s mission is the conduct of
researches i the feld of adolr educanon: Library will
whse aperaie within this Centre,

4 Conclusions

There is general agreement on the central role of adult
education  witlun  the learming  field
Mevertheless, nny L‘|IEJH-;_‘]]E'EH tor the ]]11ﬂ5r.']'.|"|r.'n1'd'l':|'ll'l
of lilelong learming remain. The development and
inplementation of cohesive stralegics, the monitormg
of governance, policy and delivery, the increase of
participation rates in adult learning, the tackhing of
early school dropout, the mobilizanon of key actors,
such as parents and local communities, are some of
thase challenges, The development of policies and
strategies which will implement a holistie litelong
learning approach scems o be one of the bndges that
nead o be erssed

litchong
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